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Our Resilient Earth

Around 1990 a massive landslide occurred in the upper end
of the Cutthroat Lakes drainage. The slide covered a wide
swath from a ridge top at 1,700 feet elevation to the valley
floor at 700 feet elevation. The stream draining this valley was
completely buried in a tangled mass of trees, boulders and
mud. I happened to fly by less than 24 hours after slide came
down. Upper Cutthroat Lake was mostly chocolate brown
from sediment, but the discoloration had not yet reached the
lower lake. When I got back to my office, I called the Thorne
Bay Ranger District and told the ranger about the slide and
explained that it was a natural event that had occurred miles
“-vay from any road or logging operation. I further explained

_.at within a day or so the brown waters would reach Thorne
Bay itself and I wanted to insure that the agency knew that
this was a natural event and that there was no need to halt our
logging operations. The ranger thanked me for the report and
assured me that they would act prudently. Two days later I got
a radio call from our loggers. Thorne Bay had turned brown
and the Forest Service had shut down all of our operations.
The agency sent a team out to investigate and a couple of days
later they reasoned that it was OK to allow our operations to
resume. For almost ten years after the landslide I checked the
stream below the slide annually during the salmon spawning
periods. The stream was packed with salmon every year. This
part of our environment is not fragile.

In 1996 Thorne Bay was placed on the EPA 303(D) Impaired Waterbody list because of extensive bark deposits on the
bottom in areas where we had stored hundreds of millions of board feet of logs for over 30 years. When the bark is
deep enough, it smothers the clams and other critters that live in the sediments and, for about the first 6-months after
falling off the logs, the bark leaches small amounts of hydrogen sulfide. These leachates are also naturally occurring;
they discolor the rivers and bays every time we have a rainstorm. In 2002, the Forest Service prepared a bark
remediation plan for Thorne Bay that relied upon nature to recover without any assistance. Next, the State DEC began
nreparing a Total Maximum Daily Load (the TMDL is the amount of pollutant a waterbody can receive and still meet
- 2> water quality standards) as required by the Clean Water Act. The TMDL would determine what activities would be
permitted in this impaired waterbody, but as the DEC nears completion of that TMDL, they were happy to learn that

the Forest Service was correct; most of the bay has satisfactorily recovered and the State is now pursuing a delisting of
Thorne Bay. This part of our environment is not fragile either.
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These photos were taken in the log

transfer area in Thorne bay in March
2006

There are about four dozen impaired
waterbodies listed in Alaska and about
one dozen are considered impaired at
least in part because of bark deposits.
At several of these sites we have been
compelled to barge logs instead of
rafting and towing them. There are
advantages to barging, but it generally
comes at a greater cost than rafting and towing. We don’t object to taking steps
to protect water quality, but we also want the permitting agencies to consider the natural resilience of our environment
when they are making permitting decisions.

.. About five thousand acres were clearcut in the Staney
Creek watershed between the late 1960s and the mid
1970s. Buffer strips were left along the south side of
most of the larger salmon streams as required by the
State and federal agencies at the time. Later, buffers
were required on both sides of all salmon streams.

In the late 1980s, some biologists and several
environmental groups alleged that periodic salmon die-offs in Staney Creek were a result of clearcut logging and
inadequate buffers. We noted there were similar die-offs in wilderness streams and thus we hired a fisheries biologis
to examine this issue. The biologist concluded that the die-offs were a result of large schools of salmon pooling-
up at low water behind natural stream barriers and consuming all of the dissolved oxygen in the pool. Next, that
deoxygenated plume of water would drift downstream, suffocating salmon all the way to the salt water. That is
unfortunate when it occurs, but the biologist told me that it is only a tragedy if the stream does not get fully seeded
with salmon eggs. The biologist further explained that having repeated runs of salmon at slightly different time
periods each summer is nature’s way of insuring that the streams do get fully seeded despite periodic fish kill events.
‘ The ﬁsh hz;bltat 1s not fra 1le

Beginning in the early 1970s, we began to read
alarming forecasts of plummeting deer populations in
timber harvest areas like Staney Creek. The theory is
that as the 2™-growth timber matures, the deer browse

} underneath the young trees is shaded out. Those
biologist most concerned about this deer habitat issue
became quite shrill during the 1990s as the Tongass
Land Management Plan was being revised (again).

The newly empowered biologists created a deer habitat
mode] that assumed each acre of timberland harvested
had zero deer habitat value forevermore. Naturally the
model predicted that, over time, there would be less
and less deer habitat and eventually both the wolves
and those who rely upon deer for subsistence, would
not have enough to eat. This deer model was a large
part of the justification for the extensive old-growth reserves that have contributed so greatly to the reduced timber

supply and the poor economics of what little timber supply is available. I have been examining the 35-40 year old
2m-growth stands in several areas on Prince of Wales Island.
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NORTHLAND WOOD PRODUCTS

Longtime AFA member Northland Wood Products recently celebrated its 40™ year in business in
the Fairbanks area. Northland Wood started doing business in 1965 with a small portable sawmill off
the Nenana Highway. After the sawmill burned down in 1966, the company moved to College Road.
Then in 1982 they moved to their current location on South Cushman Street. When Northland Wood

was first formed it employed five people. Today the company employees 30+ people year round with as
many as 60 during the summer season.

Northland Wood Products manufactures everything from 12 x 12’st01x2’s. A large portion
of the sawmill production is planed under the new WWPA species group “Alaska Spruce”. Northland
Wood sells many other building materials and has recently opened a sales office in Anchorage.

Northland Wood Products prides themselves on using Alaskan resources, creating Alaskan jobs
and manufacturing quality WWPA certified construction materials. Visit them at their web site at www.

northlandwood.com or contact them at 800-478-4001 or e-mail at sales@northlandwood.com.

Congratulations Northland Wood Products!!!!
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The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)
Program Growing Tomorrow’s Forests Today

On October 14, 1994, members of the American Forest & Paper Association agreed to a set of
forestry principles that would meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
future generations to meet their own needs. These principles call for a land stewardship ethic
which integrates the reforestation, nurturing, and harvesting of trees for useful products with the
conservation of soil, air and water resources, wildlife and fish habitat, and forest aesthetics.

While this action was revolutionary in its scope, it was built on the practices of many in the forest
products industry who have long recognized the need to promote sustainable forestry on all of
modern forestlands. The increased sensitivities of many Americans to the environmental impacts
forestry coupled with the industry’s recognition of the need to sustain forest values led to the
development of the formal SFI program. The program is based on the premise that responsible

¢. ironmental policy and sound business practices can be integrated to the benefit of companies,
shareholders, customers and the people they serve.



THERE IS AN OPTION TO SELLING PUBLIC LANDS - LET THE
FOREST SERVICE DO ITS JOB

The recent Bush administration proposal to sell parcels of national forest lands to help fund legislation designed to help
rural communities cope with dramatic declines in federal revenue sharing has suddenly captured our attention. Editorial boards and
environmentalists decry it to be selling off our natural heritage. . Ironically, it is the mainstream media and environmental extremists
that created this dilemma in the first place.

For the past two decades, well-funded environmental groups have orchestrated media campaigns and demonstrations,
mounted tenacious legal challenges, and lobbied every level of governments to stop timber harvesting on national forests. With few
exceptions, major media outlets have sided with them and portrayed them as “saviors of our forests.” These relentless attacks have
been quite successful in reducing the timber sale program by 85% across the nation.

National forests (as opposed to national parks) were originally established by Congress in 1897 with the passage of the Organic
Act. This act authorized the establishment of “national forests” for two purposes — watershed protection and providing a continuous
supply of timber for our country. Every piece of legislation addressing national forest management passed by Congress since the
Organic Act explicitly points out that it does not change the original intent of national forests.

In 1908, recognizing the need to share federal revenues from tax exempt federal lands with local communities, Congress
wisely ordered that 25% of timber sale receipts from the federal timber program go back to the counties where the timber was sold.
These monies could be used only for county roads or schools. Since all roads in NC belong to the state, the school systems in each
county in our state are the recipients of these monies.

Congress passed the Secure Rural Schools and Communities Self-Determination Act in 2000 to help struggling county
school systems faced with massive loss of anticipated federal revenue sharing. Some Western states have been severely impacted
where counties with dominant federal ownership saw millions of dollars annually drop to nothing. The law allowed for each county
that recetved the 25% fund money to choose between continuing the traditional program or selecting a guaranteed payment each year
based on a formula included in the bill. .

The Act has a sunset date this year as Congress thought timber sale revenues would be climbing back toward traditional
levels. Unfortunately, that hasn’t happened mainly because of continuing litigation battles with environmentalists and the US Forest
Service’s loss of expertise in preparing timber sales.

Currently, Congress is contemplating the reauthorization of this law for another six years to give the Forest Service time tof
get its act together and address activist judges’ environmental law rulings that are hampering scientific management of our public
lands. Both of our NC Senators and five NC members of the House of Representatives are cosponsors of this legislation supporting
rural communities and schools. They are to be commended.

We wouldn’t be having this debate over selling these lands if environmental groups, with the ardent support of the news
media, hadn’t politicized the management of our national forests and throw over a hundred years of science-based stewardship out
the window.

Sadly, the same affected rural counties, particularly in the West, have also been devastated by the loss of timber related
industries and jobs, creating more financial woes for struggling counties to make ends meet.

Now, the editorial boards and environmental extremists say we should support these rural counties and schools, but not
through the sale of public lands. I’m reminded of the old adage — when you point a finger, see how many are pointing back at you.

The answer is simple. Get the environmental extremists off the back of the US Forest Service and let the professionals
manage them as Congress has directed over the past century. It will resolve the revenue sharing issue, improve the health of our
forests, and provide countless jobs for our rural communities.

Steve Henson

Executive Director, Southern Appalachian Multiple Use Council
WWW.SaImuc.org

Board of Directors Member, National Forest Counties and Schools Coalition
http://www.forestco.tcde.tehama.k12.ca.us/

1544 South Main St.
Waynesville, NC 28786

shenson1@earthlink.net
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